Introduction
In 1976, R. N. B. CAMPBELL, who was studying the food and feeding behaviour of charr (Salvelinus alpinus) and brown trout (Salmo trutta) in North West Scotland (CAMPBELL, 1982) found in a freshwater loch in the Western
Isles, a population of three-spined sticklebacks which lacked pelvic girdles and pelvic spines and a full complement of dorsal spines.
Following up this observation the writer became involved in an investigation of stickleback polymorphism, initially restricted to the Western Isles but later extended to cover the whole country. The aims of this study which unfortunately could only be a spare time occupation, were to investigate (a) the distribution of three-spined sticklebacks in Scotland, (b) their range of morphological variation, and (c) the adaptive advantages that accrued from these variations. The first two aims have been partially fulfilled but less progress has been made with the last. This paper takes the form, therefore, of a progress report on my research up to date. I plan eventually to submit a more detailed paper for publication.
Methods
Most samples were collected by hand net. Others were obtained from the screens and filters of pumping stations, and by the use of "minnow" traps. All specimens were preserved in 4 to 5% formaline, then stained in Alizarin red S, so that all bony dermal structures could be easily seen and lateral plates counted rapidly. Only plates on one side were counted. The modified platelets that make up the caudal keel were not included. 1) I am much indebted to the University of Leiden for providing the opportunity to present this paper at the "First International Symposium on Stickleback Behaviour". I am also indebted to those colleagues who collected sticklebacks for me and to Moira M. MUNRO and Elaine E. MACKIE of the Nature Conservancy Council for producing the map and histogram. 
